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Advent 2 

Sunday, December 10, 2023 

(* indicates the assembly stands) 

 
 

Gathering 

Prelude “Rejoice, Rejoice Believers” W. Wold 

Words of Welcome & Service Announcements 

*Hymn 264     “Prepare the Royal Highway” 

*Lighting of the Advent Wreath (see page 4) 

*Hymn 240 v. 1-2  “Light One Candle” 

*Greeting   

*Prayer of the Day 

Word 

Children’s Christmas Programme 

Hymns during the Programme: 

281 Children sing v.1, All v.2-3   “Silent Night”  

279   “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 

277 Children sing v.1, All v.2-3  “Away in a Manger”  

290 Children sing Refrain, All v.1-3   “Go Tell it on the Mountain”  

Trio “In the Bleak Midwinter” A. Oosthuizen 

*Prayers of Intercession  A: you receive our prayer! 

*Peace 

Meal 

*Offering Hymn (see page 5)    “Come Now, O God” 

*Offering Prayer 

*Great Thanksgiving  p. 107 
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*Holy, Holy, Holy  p. 108 

*Thanksgiving at the Table III  p. 110 

*Lord’s Prayer (Our Father in heaven…)           p. 112 

Lamb of God  p. 112 

Communion Hymns 256, 253 

Table Blessing 

Prayer after Communion 

Sending and Dedication of the New Hall                  

General Announcements 

*Recessional Hymn 239   “Hark, the Glad Sound” 

Introductory Words and Scripture 

Hymn of Thanksgiving (see page 6) “Now thank we all our God” 

Response (see page 6) 

Prayers 

Blessing 

Dismissal            A: Thanks be to God. 

Cover image and liturgy from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All 

rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 

#SB142079 

http://Seasons.com
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The Advent Wreath 

One of the best-known customs for the season is the Advent wreath. The wreath and 

winter candle-lighting amid growing darkness strengthen some of the Advent images 

found in the Bible. The unbroken circle of greens is an image of everlasting life, a victo-

ry wreath, the crown of Christ, or the wheel of time itself. Christians use the wreath as 

a sign that Christ reaches into our time to lead us to the light of everlasting life. The 

four candles mark the progress of the four weeks of Advent and the growth of light. 

Sometimes the wreath is embellished with natural dried flowers or fruit. Its evergreen 

branches lead the household and the congregation to the evergreen Christmas tree. In 

many homes, the family gathers for prayers around the wreath. (Source: Sunday & Sea-

sons) 

 

Second Sunday of Advent 

Praise to you, O God, who gives us courage to start again. 

You fasten righteousness around your waist 

and baptize with the Holy Spirit’s fire. 

Bless us as we mirror your mighty fire in these simple flames, 

and teach us to mirror your justice in the paths we prepare. 

We ask that peace abound, 

until none hurt or destroy over all the earth. 
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Now thank we all our God 

 

Now thank we all our God 

with hearts and hands and voices, 

who wondrous things has done, 

in whom this world rejoices; 

who, from our mothers' arms, 

has blest us on our way 

with countless gifts of love, 

and still is ours today. 

 

 

Response 

P: The Lord be with you. 

A: And also with you. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

A: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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JOIN OUR MAILING LIST 

Get the newsletter and email updates on  

upcoming church events, announcements,  

reminders and service changes. 

Contact info@stmattskw.com today! 

Leading Worship Today 

Minister: Rev. Sebastian Meadows-Helmer 

Assisting Minister: Scott Kuschnereit 

Diaconal Minister of Music: Deacon Scott Knarr 

Communion Server: Lynda Karn 

Tenor Saxophone: John Heil 

Violins: Lana Moses, Simon Thompson, Rev. Sebastian Meadows-Helmer 

Cello: James  

Guitars: Dennis, Jeremy, Delaney 

Piano: Noah, Pr. Carey  

Programme Participants: Noah, Meghan, Iram, Jeremy, Clara, John, Jaime, Sydney, Da-

vis, Gabrielle, James, Elise, Delaney, Sue  

Solo: Gabrielle  

Broadcast: Jason Smolak  

Building Monitor: Don Robins (519-502-2099) 
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Important Information for today’s worship  

• Offering: Please place your offering in one of the offering plates in the Narthex 

(entranceway) upon entering. The offering plates will be presented at the High Al-

tar during the service.  

• The Peace: We support people’s choices for passing of the peace.  

• Exiting: At the end of the service, please remain in place until the end of the post-

lude.  

• Please join us for Fellowship Time after worship in the Lower Level Hall. Use any 

of the staircases (Narthex, west stair tower, parking lot tower) to go down.  

Worship Notes 

In our prayers Jeanette, Meaghan, Henry, Marie, Grace, Maureen and John. 

General Announcements 

Advent 4 Service: Our regular Sunday morning 9.30 a.m. service is cancelled on De-

cember 24th. In its place at 9.30 a.m., there will be a brief 10 minute worship with 

readings, hymns and Lighting of the Advent Wreath. This service will not be live-

streamed. 

 

Thank you to everyone who helped to make last Sunday's Advent Carol Service a wel-

coming, hospitable event for all the visitors to St. Matthews. Thanks to singers, ushers, 

building monitor, harpist, violinist, torchbearers and crucifer. Special thanks to the 

broadcast people and to those who prepared the magnificent reception. Nobody left 

disappointed! Kudos to all! 

 

The 2024 Offering Envelope Boxes are available for pickup outside the church office.  
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YouTube Facebook Instagram  Donate 

Church Fire Plan For everyone’s awareness, a copy of the Church Fire Plan for safe exit 

from the Sanctuary appears in the back of the worship books. Please take a moment to 

review for your own safety.  

Contact Information  

 

Office: 519-742-0462         stmattskw.com  

  

Rev. Carey Meadows-Helmer Ext. 3 pastorcarey@stmattskw.com 

  

Rev. Sebastian Meadows-Helmer  Ext. 2 pastorsebastian@stmattskw.com 

  

Deacon Scott Knarr Ext. 4 deaconscott@stmattskw.com 

• Lower Level Sanctuary Washrooms can be accessed via any of the staircases. 

There is one wheelchair accessible washroom, and the rest are all-gender wash-

rooms.  A further all-gender washroom is also available via the west stair tower 

door (front left of the Sanctuary) on the same level. Turn right at the hallway.  

http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCiR99MA_RLNqM4ZnrhWbj3w
https://www.facebook.com/St-Matthews-Lutheran-Church-Kitchener-266814360050413/
https://www.instagram.com/stmattskw/
http://stmattskw.com/donations/
mailto:dmalina@bellnet.ca


 

10 



 

11 



 

12 


